
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY NEWS 
December 13, 2019 

 
EARLY RELEASE DAY 
Next Friday (December 20, 2019) is an early release day. Please see the notes below for dismissal 
times at Middlefork and Sunset Ridge. 
 
2020-2021 CALENDAR 
The District 29 Board of Education has officially approved the 2020-2021 District 29 Calendar! 
The full calendar is available for viewing/download from the “Calendar” link at the bottom of our 
homepage (https://www.sunsetridge29.org/). 
 
SCHOOL CLIMATE SURVEY 
The Illinois State Board of Education mandates that each public school in the state to annually 
participate in a school climate survey, known as the “Illinois 5Essentials.” The survey provides 
school and district leaders feedback about school improvement efforts, and the.data are published 
on each school’s  annual report card.  All staff members, students in grades 4-12, and 
parents/guardians are invited to participate. Students will complete the survey in school after the 
winter break. Parents/guardians can complete the survey any time before February 14, 2020 by 
visiting https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/. 
 
PARENT CONNECTIONS DISCIPLINE DISCUSSION 
At our upcoming meeting on December 18, 2019, we will review legal parameters and best 
practices relative to discipline in public schools, and begin a discussion of District 29 policies, 
practices, and data regarding discipline. At the January 22, 2020 meeting, participants will be 
given the opportunity to share their input and feedback on our discipline policies and practices.  
All of this information will be shared with the Education Committee and the District 29 Board of 
Education at their February meeting.  
 
This is a meaningful opportunity for parents and guardians to share their input regarding this 
important topic. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. If you have thoughts or input on this 
subject, and are unable to attend our meeting, please contact me and I would be happy to meet 
with you individually.  

 
Sincerely, 
Edward J. Stange, Ph.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.sunsetridge29.org/
https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/


MIDDLEFORK HEADLINES 

12/20/19 EARLY DISMISSAL PROCEDURES: With THREE separate dismissal times next 
Friday,  (K = 11:40 a.m., 1st&2nd = 11:45, 3rd = 11:55), drivers should arrive for pick-up at the time 
for their eldest child. K-2 students going home with 3rd graders will remain indoors until the later 
dismissal time. Drivers will use the full length of the driveway, picking up students at the north 
end, and anyone arriving ahead of his/her scheduled time will be asked to exit and return at the 
later time. Thank you for sharing this information with the adult picking up your child(ren).  
 
2019-20 KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION: Parents of District 29 resident children who 
will be five years old by September 1, 2020, may register them for 2020-21 kindergarten on 
January 22, 2020 from 2-4:00 and 6-7:00 p.m. in the Middlefork Lobby. The registration process 
begins with residency verification. This is true for ALL families, including those with students 
presently registered in District 29 schools. Additionally, parents or guardians of each prospective 
kindergarten student must provide the child's official birth certificate (the school will make and 
retain a copy). Specific directions for the residency verification and subsequent registration can be 
found under the Parent tab on the District 29 website. Lastly, the registration evening is for parents 
and guardians; the prospective student need not be present. Early enrollment figures are critical to 
staffing plans for the upcoming school year, so we appreciate everyone spreading the word and 
registering in January! 
PLEASE NOTE that District 29 also has procedures in place to assess a student's readiness for 
advanced placement to kindergarten and/or first grade. If your child does not meet the state's birth 
date cut-off, and you feel he or she is ready for entrance to kindergarten or first grade, please 
contact Dr. Greene to learn about the application process and timetable. 
 
JUNIOR GREAT BOOKS is a reading program offered annually by the PTO to second and third 
graders. It is a wonderful opportunity for students who enjoy reading and talking about literature 
to spend a lunch and recess period together once a week during the winter months. Registration 
information went home in 2nd/3rd grade backpacks today; additional copies can be downloaded 
from the Middlefork webpage. The registration deadline is 12/20/19.  
 
SHOUT OUT TO THE SRS EMPATHY AMBASSADORS and Mrs. Golub for the thoughtful 
lessons they taught our students today about diversity and empathy. We loved having them back at 
Middlefork and are so proud of their message, their poise, and their hearts! Look for a quilt to 
commemorate today’s activities with the Empathy Ambassadors to be hung in the third grade 
hallway very soon.  
 
WINTER PROGRESS REPORTS: Beginning this February, 1st/2nd/3rd grade progress reports 
will be accessible to parents online and hard copies will not be mailed. At the beginning of 
January, you will receive an email with directions to establish a PowerSchool account/login. Then, 
when progress reports are ready, you will receive an email instructing you how to open 
download/print the document. All Middlefork grades, including kindergarten, will utilize 
electronic progress reports in May 2020.  
 



WINTER BREAK & OFFICE HOURS: Classes are not in session during the weeks of 12/23 
and 12/30. The Middlefork Office will be open December 30-31 and January 3 from 8:00-3:00 
p.m. In the event of something urgent, please contact the SRS office or email Dr. Greene @ 
greenem@sunsetridge29.org.  
 
WINTER SINGS are 12/18 @ 7:00 p.m. (1st/2nd/3rd grade students to classrooms 6:40 p.m.) and 1/23/20 
@ 6:30 p.m. (kindergarten only). Here are links to the concert music should your child want to 
practice at home: 
https://www.sunsetridge29.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=570623&pageId=17272025 
https://www.sunsetridge29.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=570623&pageId=26081909 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who supported  our service efforts this week - both the lunches for the 
homeless program and the Northwest Settlement House gift project.  
 
JUNE ½ BIRTHDAY LUNCH was celebrated by a small group of students and Dr. Greene 
today and we talked about our favorite things at Middlefork - choice time, technology, recess and 
our teachers topped the list! 
 
BUNDLE UP! In addition to a warm coat, students should have a hat (or hood) and 
gloves/mittens (preferably waterproof). Whenever there is snow on the ground, students must also 
have snow pants AND snow boots in order to have free run of the playground. Students without 
either of these two items will be restricted to the plowed blacktop area (which is not easy for them 
when there’s fresh fallen snow). Winter Break is a good time to grab a Sharpie marker and 
LABEL all of those items as well. You can’t imagine how many pairs of identical black gloves 
end up on the floor! 
 
MIDDLEFORK NEWS:  
http://www.sunsetridge29.org/schools/middlefork_school___k-3_  
 
 

SUNSET RIDGE HEADLINES 

KINDNESS CALENDAR AND STUDENT COUNCIL SPIRIT WEEK: This past week we 
started the Kindness Countdown to Winter Break. Next week we’ll continue that and add our 
Student Council Spirit Week Days! 
Monday, 12/16 - Offer to Help Someone AND dress in winter/holiday themed clothing 
Tuesday, 12/17 - Do Something Unexpectedly Kind AND wear crazy hair or a crazy hat 
Wednesday, 12/18 - Pick Up Trash, Even if it’s Not Yours AND wear as many colors as possible 
Thursday, 12/19 - Be Extra Patient and Understanding AND wear an ugly sweater 
Friday, 12/20 - Say Something Nice to Your Teachers and Fellow Students AND wear pajamas 
 
HEALTH NEWS: We have a confirmed case of Influenza B in Grade 4. Please keep your child 
home if you suspect they are ill or have a temperature. Children should be fever free for 24 hours 

mailto:greenem@sunsetridge29.org
https://www.sunsetridge29.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=570623&pageId=17272025
https://www.sunsetridge29.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=570623&pageId=26081909
http://www.sunsetridge29.org/schools/middlefork_school___k-3_


and feeling well enough to attend school before returning. We are seeing our typical colds and 
coughs so far.......See link for further info from CDC. https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/keyfacts.htm 
 
NORTHWEST SETTLEMENT HOUSE: A special thank you to Kerri Melzl and the PTO for 
supporting our partnership with the Northwest Settlement House.  This morning the student 
council and entire 4th grade took a trip to NWSH, delivered the gifts kindly donated by our 
community and stuffed stockings.  It’s such a wonderful Sunset Ridge tradition. 
 
BEEZING: In an effort to keep families informed, it has come to our attention that some students 
have been putting Burt’s Bees lip balm on their eyelids.  Some kids have seen this on Tik Tok or 
other social media as a way to get high or make kids more alert.  Obviously it is concerning that 
any of our students are trying it and even discussing it.  Here is an article to give you some more 
information:  https://time.com/75596/teens-getting-high-with-burts-bees/.  
 
WINTER BREAK & OFFICE HOURS: There are no classes from December 23rd - January 
3rd. The Sunset Ridge office will be open intermittently throughout the break so please call before 
stopping by. In the event of something urgent, please contact the Middlefork office or email Dr. 
Sukenik at sukeniki@sunsetridge29.org.  
 
LOST AND FOUND: We will be donating all of the lost and found left at SRS on December 
20th.  If your child is missing something, please have them check prior to next Friday. 
 
UPCOMING AT SRS: 
 
12/16 
Girls’ Basketball vs. Glencoe @SRS 
Boys’ Basketball @ Glencoe 
 
12/17 
Jr. High Concert - 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm 
 
12/18 
Girls’ Basketball vs. CHA @SRS 
Boys’ Basketball @ CHA 
 
12/20 
12:00 Dismissal for all SRS Students 
 
SUNSET RIDGE NEWS:  
http://sunsetridge29.org/schools/sunset_ridge_school__4-8_ 
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